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Dmitry  KABALEVSKY  was  born  on  December  30, 
1904, in  St.  Petersburg.  He  received  his  musical  ed-

ucation  in Moscow,  where  he studied  first  at the  Scriab-
in Music  School  (1919—1925)  and  later,  at  the  Con-
servatoire.  In  1929  he graduated  from  N. Miaskovsky's 
class  of  composition  (earlier  he  had  studied  under 
G. Catoire),  and  in  1930,  from  A. Goldenweiser's  class 
of piano. 

Soon upon  graduation  Kabalevsky  started  teach-
ing composition  at  the  Conservatoire;  in  1932  he  was 
made  Docent  and  in  1939,  Professor  of  composition. 
In 1946  he  was  awarded  the  title  of  Honoured  Art 
Worker  of  the  RSFSR,  in  1954,  People's  Artist 
of the  RSFSR,  and  in  1963,  People's  Artist  of  the 
USSR. 

Kabalevsky's  style  stems  from  the  finest  traditions 
of Russian  classical  and  folk  music;  his  music,  repre-
sented  by  a  variety  of  forms  and  genres,  is  rich  in 
lucid  melodies  and  reveals  the  hand  of  a  highly  skilled 
master  with  a  broad  range  of  interests.  The  optim-
ism of  Kabalevsky's  music,  the  predominance  of 
bright  and  happy  moods  are  in  accord  with  his  main 
theme  — the life  and  aspirations  of  Soviet  young 
people and  children,  to  whom  he  has  dedicated  many 
of his  works. 

The list  of  his  works  includes  the  operas  "Colas 
Breugnon"  ("Master  of  Clameci",  after  Romain  Rol-
land),  "In  Flames"  to  libretto  by  C.  Solodar,  "The 
Taras  Family"  after  B.  Gorbatov's  novel  "The  Un-
vanquished"  and  "Nikita  Vershinin"  after  V.  Ivanov's 
"Armoured  Train  14-69";  the  operetta  "Spring  Song" 
to libretto  by  C.  Solodar;  the  "Poem  of  Struggle" 
for symphony  orchestra  with  chorus  to  words  by 
A. Zharov,  four  symphonies  (the  Third,  a  symphony-
requiem in  memory  of  V.  I.  Lenin  with  chorus  to 
words  by  N.  Aseyev),  the  suites  "Colas  Breugnon" 
and "The  Comedians",  the  "Musical  Sketches  to  the 
'Romeo and  Juliet'  Tragedy",  the  "Overture  Pathe-
tique", the  "Spring"  symphonic  poem;  the  cantata 
"Great  Motherland"  to  words  by  different  poets,  the 
choral-symphonic  suite  "People's  Avengers"  to  words 
by Y.  Dolmatovsky,  the  cantata  "Leninists"  for  three 
choruses  to  words  by  Y. Dolmatovsky,  "Song  of  Morn-

ing, Spring  and  Peace",  a  cantata  for  children's  cho-
rus to  words  by  C.  Solodar  and  the  oratorio  "Re-
quiem"  to  words  by  R.  Rozhdestvensky;  a  violin  con-
certo, a.  cello  concerto,  three  piano  concertos;  three 
sonatas,  two  sonatinas,  Twenty-four  Preludes,  a  rondo 
and about  a  hundred  pieces  for  piano  (including  a 
great  number  of  pieces  for  children);  the  Improv-
isation  and  Rondo  for  violin  and  piano;  a  sonata 
for cello  and  piano;  "Ten  Shakespeare  Sonnets"  and 
some songs  (mostly  for  children)  for  voice  and  piano; 
incidental  music  to  plays  ("The  Rout  of  the  Squad-
ron",  "Mstislav  the  Daring",  "Mme  Bovari",  "School 
for Scandal",  "The  Inventor  and  the  Comedians") 
and films  ("A  Petersburg  Night",  "Aerograd", 
"Shchors",  "Anton  Ivanovich  in  a  Huff",  "Ivan  Pav-
lov", "Felix  Dzerzhinsky",  the  "Sisters",  "1918"  and 
"Bleak  Morning"  trilogy)  and  other  works. 

Kabalevsky's  Violoncello  Concerto  in  G  minor, 
Op. 49,  was  composed  in  1949.  Together  with  the 
Violin Concerto  and  Third  Piano  Concerto  it  makes 
up a  triad  of  works  in  this  form  dedicated  to  Soviet 
youth. The  mood  of  the  Cello  Concerto,  the  second 
piece in  the  triad  (the  first  is  the  Violin  and  the  third, 
the Piano  Concerto),  differs  from  the  other  two  with 
their  care-free  optimism  and  echoes  of  merry  songs, 
dances  and  games. 

The central  movement  in  this  three-movement  con-
certo is  the  second,  Largo,  in  the  nature  of  an  elegiac 
song,  a  tribute  to  young  heroes  who  laid  down  their 
lives in  the  past  war.  Its  first  movement,  a  lyrical  Al-
legro,  is  cast  in  sonata  form  and  based  on  the  devel-
opment  of  two  themes  which  present  no  sharp  cont-
rast.  The  Finale,  Allegretto,  combines  the  principles 
of sonata  form  with  variations  on  a  Russian  folk-song 
theme; the  mood  gradually  brightens,  the  music  be-
comes more  intense  and  vigorous  and  flows  naturally 
into a  rushing  coda. 

Kabalevsky's  Cello  Concerto  was  first  performed 
on March  14,  1949,  in  the  Large  Hall  of  the  Moscow 
Conservatoire  by  Honoured  Artist  of  the  RSFSR  Svia-
toslav  Knushevitsky  and  the  Moscow  Conservatoire 
Student  Orchestra  under  M.  Terian. 

V. Delson 
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Dedicated to  Soviet  Youth 

CONCERTO 
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